
What Is The Gospel? 

1. Introduction 

At first, this may seem like a hard question, based on all of the preaching and messages that are 

available today. In all actuality however, it is a real simple answer. The gospel is the good news 

that Jesus Christ came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). However, the answer to the 

question has to go beyond that. The gospel is not only that Jesus came, but that He died to take 

away our sins, and not only did He die to take away our sins, but He was resurrected from the 

dead. The gospel was not a work of Jesus, however. It was a work of God through the Son Jesus 

Christ. 

Let me try to give a summary of the gospel as I see it. 

The gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ was sent by God into the world to save 

sinners from eternal damnation. Jesus Christ, a perfect and righteous man who never 

committed a sin, took the sins of the world upon his back and was crucified on a cross. He 

was raised from the dead to forever reign in glory as our Lord, that whoever believes in Him 

and repents of their sins will be saved. The gospel is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek (Romans 1:16).
1
 

There are many ways that I could go from here. I am going to break down the gospel in its entire 

context, and try to explain more about what it is, and also list the opinions of some men much 

smarter than myself. 

2. The Gospel - The Meaning of the Term 

The term gospel is found ninety-six times in the ESV Bible. Gospel is a term from the Old English 

“Godspel” meaning good tidings or good news. Gospel is a translation from the Greek noun 
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  All of the Bible references and verses contained in this paper are from the ESV Bible, unless otherwise 

noted. 
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“euangelion” (eu = good, angelion = message), and also from the verb “euangelizo” meaning “to 

bring or announce good news.” In my opinion, the fact that it is used almost one hundred times in 

the ESV is a testament of its importance. The gospel is the central Christian message. It cannot 

be built upon and it cannot be taken away from. If it is, then it is no longer the good news. 

3. The Gospel - In The Bible 

Whatever definition of the gospel that I could come up with, or whatever opinions of others that I 

could share, none would compare to the Bible. We can just offer commentary on the Bible. The 

best Bible commentary is the Bible itself. I belief that a great definition of the gospel is given in 1 

Corinthians 15:1-8 by the apostle Paul: 

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 

which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 

to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred 

brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me.”  (Emphasis added). 

I want to try to break this down a little bit. I have added bold and italics to some part of the text to 

for a purpose. First however, look at the phrase “of first importance…” This is to denote that Paul 

is stressing that it can’t wait. What he has delivered must be a priority. Next, look at the word 

“that” (in bold). There are four clauses in particular that I want to point out: 

• “Christ died for our sins” 

• “he was buried” 

• “he was raised on the third day” 

• “he appeared to…”  
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I believe that the word “that” is there to signify the fact that each one of these clauses do not work 

independently. The gospel is all four of these clauses together. Christ died for our sins, and was 

buried, and was raised, and appeared to Cephas (Simon Peter), to the twelve, to more than five 

hundred and to James and all the apostles and finally Paul. Yes, I am saying that even that fourth 

clause is essential to the gospel. The fact that he was buried verified His death, but further, the 

fact that he appeared verified His resurrection. 

The second thing I want to point out from this passage is the phrase “in accordance with the 

Scriptures.”  It’s amazing that Christ’s death for our sins is prophesied, foreshadowed, flash-

backed, declared, demonstrated, taught, and unpacked throughout all of Scripture (what we refer 

to as the Old Testament). Paul is saying exactly this. Scripture was written to reveal this truth, to 

spell it out propositionally; Christ is Himself the Word, the true revelation which Scripture was 

pointing to (e.g. Isaiah 53). 

There are obviously many more places where the gospel is found in the Bible, but I believe 1 

Corinthians 15 is one of the best places for the pure explanation of what the gospel is, and that is 

all I am trying to do with this writing. 

4. The Gospel - Where It Started 

As I mentioned in the introduction, the gospel is the good news that God sent Jesus Christ into 

the world. So I am going to start the gospel with the birth of Jesus Christ as recorded in Luke 2:7-

11: 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. And in the same region 

there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” “ 
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As a quick side note, Luke 2:5 states that Mary was with child, so starting off in verse 7, the “she” 

is referring to Mary. Now, I want to point out one thing from that above passage. The angel is 

bringing good news: "unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord." This was the good news - Jesus has come. 

5. The Gospel - Who Is Jesus 

A logical question can come from this passage - who is this Jesus, and what qualifies Him to be 

our Savior? A little research can prove this answer. I will give a pretty quick definition of who 

Jesus is; of course I don’t know all there is to know about Him. First, Jesus is the one and only 

begotten Son of God (John 3:16). Larry Huch
2
 says that Jesus was not the only begotten Son of 

God, and that absolutely disgusts me. A key term when thinking about Jesus is incarnation - the 

fact that God became flesh and took on the form of a man in the person of Christ. He possessed 

all of the attributes of God and yet was fully man. The fact that Jesus is God is absolutely 

essential to understanding who He actually is (Col. 2:9, Phil. 2:6-7). 

Further, Jesus was the only person to ever walk this earth and die without committing a sin. He 

was tempted, but did not sin (Heb. 4:15). It was because of this that He was the only possibility 

for a perfect sacrifice to God. We could never be holy, but He was holy - this qualifies Him to be 

our Savior. There will be more about Jesus later, but that is the bare bones definition of who He 

is. 

6. The Gospel - Why We Need It 

The question of why we need the gospel can be looked at from a number of angles. I will take it 

from the angle of salvation. We need the gospel for salvation. One may ask at that point, “why do 

we need salvation?” It is a real simple answer - because we are sinners, and are subject to 

eternal punishment apart from God. Now, I will attempt to explain this a little further. 

                                                 
2
  Larry Huch says this in an interview with Paula White at 2 min 15 seconds on the video. 

<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbO8xO0qACY>. 
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In order to see the “salvation message” if you will, we need to understand three things about God. 

First, God is Holy. Having previously written about this
3
, I will quickly define what this is. Holy 

(from the Hebrew word, qodesh) implies differentiation: the realm of the holy is entirely set apart 

from the common, the habitual, or the profane. Charles Ryrie defines God's holiness when he 

says, "In respect to God, holiness means not only that He is separate from all that is unclean and 

evil, but also that He is positively pure and thus distinct from all others." God is so holy and so 

perfect that nothing short of perfection can live with Him in heaven. Second, God is just. This 

means that according to His perfect holiness, He must punish sin. If He was to allow sin and evil, 

it would compromise His holiness. Because of His just nature, we (as sinners) deserve to die and 

spend eternity separated from Him. Third, God is love. He desires to have a relationship with 

man. He did not create man so that He could rely on man, but that man could share in His love, 

His glory, and His majesty. 

I have put those three things in that order for a reason. We hear a lot about how God is love. One 

might ask, “How could a God of love send someone to hell?” Yes, God is love, but He is also holy 

and just, and it is because of his holiness and justice that He HAS TO send someone to hell who 

is an unrepentant sinner. I will come back to this in a second. 

The next thing that we have to look at in response to why we need salvation is some of the 

qualities (or lack thereof) of man. First, man
4
 is not holy. Man tends to rationalize his error and 

justify his own goodness. The bottom line is that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God” (Rom. 3:23). Man is not holy because man is a sinner. Because of Adam’s sin, all of us 

have inherited this propensity to sin. Man has a sinful nature and has a desperately wicked heart 

(Jer. 17:9). Because of this, God cannot let us into His kingdom. Secondly, man cannot justify 

himself or make himself holy. There is no amount of positives that can be done to outweigh the 

negatives. Perfection is God’s standard, and because we have sinned, the game is over. Romans 

                                                 
3
  Cited in “Works Consulted” - #20. 

4
  “Man” is a blanket term for all humans in this context. 
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6:23 says “the wages of sin is death.” This may seem like sheer hopelessness. Well, you’re right, 

it is. Because we are sinners (Rom. 3:23), we die (Rom. 6:23). 

However, since God is love, He made a way that we may live eternally with him. This is the true 

message of the gospel. God cannot violate His holy standard which requires justice according to 

the Law.  Now, I have already stated that man is not perfect, and yet God requires perfection. So, 

in order for the penalty of sin to be paid, the one who bears the judgment of God must be perfect; 

if He wasn’t, then He would be dying for His own sins, and not the sins of the world. 

This is the good news that God sent His Son Jesus Christ to be a propitiation for our sin (Rom. 

3:25). Further in Romans 6:23, it states, “but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” It is through His Son that we have eternal life. 

There is nothing we can do to earn or deserve it. Romans 5:8 shows the best demonstration of 

God’s love; this verse states, “but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.” 

This has to be addressed in the message of salvation. It is not acceptable to say “Okay, that’s 

great, he sent His son to die for me that I might have eternal life. See you heaven.” No, just 

knowing the facts will not get you that eternal life. The way to get this salvation is a two step 

process: repent and believe. This is the gospel that Jesus preached (Matt. 4:17). 

First, we have to believe that God did send his Son to die, to be buried, to be resurrected, and 

that He reigns as Lord over all creation, as it states in Romans 10:9. Also, we must repent. 

Repent (from the Greek word metanoia) is defined as “to feel such regret for past conduct as to 

change one's mind regarding it” or “to make a change for the better as a result of remorse or 

contrition for one's sins.” In Acts 17:30-31, it states: 

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a 
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man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead.” 

Salvation is a gift of God, through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (the gospel). 

There is nothing that we can do to save ourselves. Ephesians 2:8-9 states, “For by grace you 

have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast.” God reached out in love to us with a free gift through Jesus 

Christ. Salvation is a gift - through faith alone, grace alone and through the merits of another, 

Jesus Christ. 

Further, I feel the need to address Romans 3:24-30: 

“and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 

show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former 

sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of our boasting? It is 

excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold 

that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is 

he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one. He will justify the 

circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.” 

We must understand that Christ’s sacrifice was enough to justify us. We “are justified by His 

grace…to be received by faith.” The passage goes on to say “so that He might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” I believe this is where Catholicism fails. Catholics 

believe that salvation is through Jesus Christ, but they reject the idea that we are justified by faith 

alone. Essentially, they are saying that there is something we must do to be justified. In my 

opinion, this is saying that Jesus isn’t good enough. 

I have many Catholic family members, including in my immediate family, and I had one of them 

tell me once that I was interpreting that text wrong. The problem here is that I didn’t interpret the 
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text; it is printed on the page - black and white. There is no interpretation involved. I don’t mean to 

pick on Catholicism alone; any religion of works is a wrong religion - making true Biblical 

Christianity the only one that relies on faith alone. To my knowledge, there is not another world 

religion that relies on faith apart from works. I am not saying that my way is right. I am saying that 

God is right, and whoever does not believe in Him and in His word fully is wrong. Praise God for 

loving us so much, and yet be so holy and so just, that He sent His only begotten, perfect Son to 

die for us, that we might live! Charles Spurgeon was truly a man led to preach the gospel. Two of 

his quotes are below:  

“It will not save me to know that Christ is a Saviour; but it will save me to trust Him to be my 

Savior. I shall not be delivered from the wrath to come, by believing that His atonement is 

sufficient; but I shall be saved by making that atonement my trust, my refuge, and my all. 

The pith, the essence of faith lies in this - a casting oneself on the promise. It is not the life 

buoy on board ship that saves the man when he is drowning, nor is it his belief that it is an 

excellent and successful invention. No! He must have it around his loins, or his hand upon 

it, or else he will sink.” 

“This Man receiveth sinners; not, however, that they may remain sinners, but he receives 

them that he may pardon their sins, justify their persons, cleanse their hearts by his 

purifying word, preserve their souls by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, and enable them to 

serve him, to show forth his praise, and to have communion with him. Into his heart's love 

he receives sinners, takes them from darkness, and wears them as jewels in his crown; 

plucks them as brands from the burning, and preserves them as costly monuments of his 

mercy. None are so precious in Jesus' sight as the sinners for whom he died.” 

7. The Gospel - What Happens To Those Who Don’t Repent and Believe 

The gospel is that God sent His son to die in our place. He offered up Himself as the single 

sacrifice for sins (Heb. 10:12). This gracious gift is free from God. We must have faith and believe 

and turn from our sin in order to have eternal life with the father. 
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There is a Judgment Day coming. The Bible speaks of it in many places, including 1 

Thessalonians 4:16-17: 

“For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.” 

However for those who don’t accept that Jesus Christ is Lord and don’t repent of their sins, they 

will be eternally separated from Him and cast into a lake of fire. Reading this in the book of 

Revelation literally scares me, and just causes me to praise the God of my salvation for sending 

His Son to die for me. Revelation 20:11-15: 

“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth 

and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, 

standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, 

which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, 

according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, 

according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 

This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the 

book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 

There is an old saying that you have probably heard. It goes like this, “The only things that are 

certain are death and taxes.” I reject that statement. My statement is “The only thing that is 

certain is physical death.” We can stop taxes; we can make taxes an uncertainty. No, this is never 

going to happen, but it CAN happen. We CANNOT stop death. There is no possibility to do this. 

Death (in the physical sense) is a certainty. However, we can stop eternal death. That is the 

gospel message. “Believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have 

eternal life” (1 John 5:13). 
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As John Piper says in his book Desiring God, hell is a place of torment. It is not merely the 

absence of pleasure. It is not annihilation. It says in Mark 9:48, “where their worm does not die 

and the fire is not quenched.” Reading this in context, it is the words of Jesus warning about hell 

(gehenna); He is quoting from Isaiah 66:24. 

8. The Gospel - Defined By Others 

I would like to take the next two sections and show how other people (who are much smarter than 

me) have defined the gospel. This first section is just general definitions and the next section 

goes into elaborate detail on the gospel. 

John Piper 

“The gospel is the good news that the everlasting and ever-increasing joy of the never-

boring, ever-satisfying Christ is ours freely and eternally by faith in the sin-forgiving death 

and hope-giving resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 

R.C. Sproul 

“The good news of the Gospel is that Jesus lived a life of perfect righteousness, of perfect 

obedience to God, not for His own well being but for His people. He has done for me what I 

couldn’t possibly do for myself. But not only has He lived that life of perfect obedience, He 

offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice to satisfy the justice and the righteousness of God.” 

Jeff Purswell 

“The gospel is the good news of God’s saving activity in the Person and work of Christ. 

This includes His incarnation in which He took to Himself full (yet sinless) human nature; 

His sinless life which fulfilled the perfect law of God; His substitutionary death which paid 

the penalty for man’s sin and satisfied the righteous wrath of God; His resurrection 

demonstrating God’s satisfaction with His sacrifice; and His glorification and ascension to 

the right hand of the Father where He now reigns and intercedes for the church.” 
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Tim Keller 

“The gospel is that God has come to rescue and renew creation through the work and in 

the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf.” 

More Tim Keller 

“He doesn’t just give us information. He wrote Himself into this world in the form of Jesus 

Christ, who lived the life we should have lived, died the death we should have died on the 

cross for our sins and was raised so that we might have life. God has given us something 

better than a watertight argument. He has given us a watertight person, against whom 

there can be no argument. We can grab hold of Him. This takes us from probability to 

certainty. Christianity is the only one of all the faiths that says God came down and became 

a human being. He didn’t just give us facts and information on how He wants us to live. 

Every other religion has a prophet telling us how to find God. Only Jesus Christ came and 

said I am God and I have come to find you.” 

To all these brothers, I say Amen and Amen! 

9. The Gospel - Defined by D.A. Carson 

I listened to a message by Dr. Carson on the gospel and what follows is what I got out of it. He 

based his preaching on 1 Corinthians 15:1-19, so if in any place it says “the text,” that is the text it 

is referring to. However, before I move on, I must thank Rebecca Stark, Rob Mitchell, and Justin 

Taylor for providing additional notes on their websites to supplement mine. Their source info is 

located in the works consulted list. 

First, Dr. Carson defines the gospel in eight summarizing words: 

1. Christological (Christ Centered) - The gospel is not a bland theism. It is Christ-

centered. The gospel embraces not just Christ's person, but also his death and 

resurrection: Christ died for our sins. It's not enough to emphasize Christmas and 
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downplay Good Friday and Easter. Jesus is the promised Messiah who died and rose 

again. In the words of John Stott: "The gospel is not preached if Christ is not 

preached." 

2. Theological - God raised Christ Jesus from the dead; God sent the Son into the 

world. The text asserts that Christ died for our sins; the cross and resurrection are 

historical events with deep theological weight. It makes no sense to pit the mission of 

the Son against the mission of the Father. Some surveys of redemptive history 

depersonalize the wrath of God. From the beginning sin has been an offense against 

God. When we sin in any way, God is invariably the most offended party (cf. Ps. 

51:4). God gets most angry at idolatry, the de-Godding of God (That is the first time 

that I have heard that term, yet how true it is). First, God sent the Son; the Son did 

the Father’s will; God raised the Son. Second, the cross is a historical event with 

theological weight. God is full of wrath against sin, and sinners stand under God’s 

judgment. Christ’s death propitiates that wrath so we can have peace with God: 

Christ died for our sins. 

3. Biblical - Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; He was buried and rose 

again on the third day according to the scriptures. What scripture Paul has in mind is 

not told to us. Carson lists several possibilities for what scripture might be in Paul’s 

mind. Whatever it is, Paul tells us that this gospel is biblical: it is found in the Old 

Testament. (cf. Luke 24; Ps. 16; Is. 53; Ps. 2). 

4. Apostolic - Paul repeatedly draws attention to the apostles; connects the witness 

and teaching of the apostles with the faith of all subsequent Christians. There were 

500+ witnesses, but attention is drawn in particular to the apostles: Peter, the twelve, 

James, all the apostles, and last, Paul himself. This resurrection gospel is what the 

apostles preach and what the Corinthians believed. The witness and teaching of the 

apostles is the gospel that all Christians throughout the ages believe. 

5. Historical - But for Christianity, part of the validation of faith is the truthfulness of 

faith's object - in this case, Christ's resurrection. 
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  a. Specifies both Jesus' death and resurrection - These are tied together in 

history. It is dateable sequence; 

  b. The manner in which we have access to historical events is exactly the same 

by which we have to any historical events; the scripture is a record; Paul 

enumerates the witnesses. The Bible is the written record of these first 

witnesses. 

  c. The central Christian claims are irreducibly historical (1 John 1:1). We have 

seen it. The Bible never asks us to believe what is not true. The Son entered 

history and there are historical events in Jesus’ life that are essential to 

Christianity. Part of the validation of faith is the truthfulness of faith’s object. 

Paul says, “if Jesus has not risen, your faith is futile” (v.17). 

  d. The word historical sometimes has slippery meanings. We must know the 

definition of historical - events that take place in the continuum of space and 

time. In addition, we must face the fact that in contemporary discussion that 

the word historical may have different meanings. Some use historical only for 

events brought about by ordinary causes and by definition this excludes 

miraculous event. 

6. Personal - The death/resurrection is not merely historical and not merely theological 

(v.1-2). The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ sets out the way of individual 

salvation. This is the gospel, “which you received and in which you stand, by which 

also you are saved...” 

7. Universal - Christ is the new Adam (v.22, 47-50); this alludes to a comprehensive 

vision. It is not universal in the sense that it transforms and saves everyone without 

exception. However, there is no racism in the gospel. There is a comprehensive 

vision, drawing people from every tribe, tongue, and nation. It does not save every 

person, but it is gloriously universal in its comprehensive sweep. 

8. Eschatological - The end of the age has already been pronounced. We are justified 

because of what Christ has already done. First, some of the blessings believers 



Smith 14 

receive today are blessings from the last day brought back to our time. Already, for 

instance, God declares us justified. This final declarative judgment is applied to us 

today. Second, the gospel includes our final transformation. It is not enough to focus 

on what Christians receive in this present age. 

In addition to those eight summarizing words, Dr. Carson also lists five clarifying sentences: 

1. This gospel is normally disseminated in proclamation.  - Paul says "I preach to 

you." Look up every instance of the word gospel - almost always it is connected with 

one of the “preaching words.” The good news must be explained; God reveals 

Himself through His word. 

2. This gospel is fruitfully received in authentic persevering faith. - See Col. 1. 

3. This gospel is properly disclosed in personal self humiliation. - (v.10) When the 

gospel is received, there is no pride, but a sense of one’s own worthlessness. An 

example is when Paul says, “for I am the least of the apostles.” John Newton hit it on 

the head with this, “I am not what I want to be; I am not what I ought to be; I am not 

what one day what I will be; but I am not what I was, and by the grace of God I am 

what I am." 

4. This gospel is rightly asserted to be the central confession of the whole 

church. - See 1 Cor. 4:17, 7:17, 14:33-4. This is what Paul preaches everywhere. 

Always be suspicious of churches that flaunt how different they are from what has 

gone before. 

5. The gospel is boldly advancing under the contested reign and inevitable 

victory of Jesus the King. - One day, death will die; God will be all in all (v.58). All 

of God’s sovereignty is mediated exclusively through King Jesus. Christ must reign 

until he puts all his enemies under his feet (v.25, also Phil. 2). That presupposes that 

the reign is still contested. But one day the final enemy, death itself, will die, and 

Jesus’ mediatory kingship will end, and God will be all in all. 
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Further from Dr. Carson: 

“The gospel is cognitive (however, not exclusively) - here is what is to be understood, 

believed, obeyed; here is what is promised, taught, explained. The gospel works itself out 

in every aspect of a believer’s life. This is done not by attempting to abstract social 

principles from the gospel, nor by imposing new levels of rules, nor by focusing on the 

periphery in the vain effort to sound prophetic, but by preaching and teaching and living out 

the glorious gospel of our blessed Redeemer. The gospel is not only God's wisdom, but 

God's power. There is no place for triumph in the place of the blood-bought. Where the 

gospel triumphs, relationships are transformed.” 

10. The Gospel - False Gospels 

The gospel of the death, burial, and resurrection is the one true gospel. That is the only gospel 

that is to be preached. God came down in love in the person of Jesus Christ so that all who 

believe might be set free from the bondage of sin. That’s it. Period. Done. 

Obviously, though, we know that there are many false gospels that are being preached in many 

churches today. One that I feel passionate about is the health, wealth, and prosperity “gospel.
5
” 

This presentation has the following phrases attached to it: “You can have what you say," "The 

reason you haven't been healed is that you don't have enough faith," "We can write our own ticket 

with God if we decide what we want, believe that it's ours, and confess it," "He wants you rich and 

healthy," "What is the desire of your heart? Name it and claim it by faith, and it is yours!” These 

phrases are examples of the “spoken word theology” or rhematology.  

At the top of the next page is a chart that I put together of some prosperity “preachers” and the 

lines they have used. These came from videos on YouTube (no longer available) from Hank 

Hanegraaff’s “Christianity in Crisis.” (The book is available from Amazon.) Some of these are 

quite scary. 

                                                 
5
  Check out my writing on the subject - cited in “Works Consulted” - #21. 
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Benny Hinn  "Man is a little God" 

  "Women used to give birth from their sides" 

  "Nine persons in the Trinity" 

  "Adam used to fly" 

    

Paul Crouch "I am a little God" 

    

Kenneth Copeland "Jesus did not claim to be God" 

  "Adam was God manifested in the flesh" 

  "Jesus’ little wormy spirit suffered in hell" 

    

Larry Huch “Jesus was not the only begotten Son of God” 

  

Fred Price "Our sickness limits God" 

  "Praying Thy will be done is stupid" 

  "I'm following Jesus' steps by driving a Rolls Royce" 

  "God can't do anything in this earth's realm without permission" 

  "Jesus was confined in hades" 

    

Marilyn Hickey "Speak to billfolds to create money" 

    

Robert Tilton "The AIDS virus is a demonic spirit" 

  "Not only is worrying a sin, being poor is a sin" 

    

Creflo Dollar "Jesus didn't come as God because He fell asleep in the boat" 

    

Joseph Good "Jesus was not God here on earth, only a man anointed by God" 

    

William Branham "Trinitarianism is of the devil" 

    

R.W. Shambach "That spirit of poverty is broken when you give $5,000" 

    

Kenneth Hagin "Jesus was the first person ever born again" 

    

Hobart Freeman "True Christians don't get sick" 

Other prosperity preachers that aren’t included on this list are T.D. Jakes, Joyce Meyer, Rod 

Parsley and Joel Osteen, just to name a few. Now, I have written against Joel Osteen previously,
6
 

but I do not believe that he is near as bad as some of the ones above. I don’t think that he would 

                                                 
6
  Cited in “Works Consulted” - #22. 
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say most of what the other people have said, but he makes my list because he preaches a 

“gospel” of “self and wealth” and never seems to preach the one true gospel. All of these 

“preachers” seem to be conforming to the world’s standards - trying to live a good life and build 

wealth. Romans 12:2 says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 

acceptable and perfect.” We are not to conform to the world, but we are to await the Kingdom of 

God. We are not citizens of this world (Phil. 3:20). I like the following quote by John Piper: 

“What will make the world taste (the salt) and see (the light) of Christ in us is not that we 

love wealth the same way they do. Rather, it will be the willingness and the ability of 

Christians to love others through suffering, all the while rejoicing because their reward is in 

heaven with Jesus. This is inexplicable on human terms. This is supernatural. But to attract 

people with promises of prosperity is simply natural. It is not the message of Jesus. It is not 

what he died to achieve.” 

- John Piper 

The point here is to not criticize the prosperity “preachers” (although it is easy to do), but to tell 

you that we must preach the one true gospel - that Jesus died, was buried, and was resurrected 

to save us from our sin so that we can escape eternal torment. Here is what some other men had 

to say on the preaching of the gospel: 

"Let this be to you the mark of true gospel preaching - where Christ is everything, and the 

creature is nothing; where it is salvation all of grace, through the work of the Holy Spirit 

applying to the soul the precious blood of Jesus." 

- Charles Spurgeon 

"If the Lord's bearing our sin for us is not the gospel, I have no gospel to preach." 

- Charles Spurgeon 

"There is no greater message to be heard than that which we call the Gospel. But as 

important as that is, it is often given to massive distortions or over simplifications. People 
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think they’re preaching the Gospel to you when they tell you, 'you can have a purpose to 

your life', or that 'you can have meaning to your life', or that 'you can have a personal 

relationship with Jesus.' All of those things are true, and they’re all important, but they don’t 

get to the heart of the Gospel." 

 - R.C. Sproul 

“We who preach the gospel must not think of ourselves as public relations agents sent to 

establish good will between Christ and the world. We must not imagine ourselves 

commissioned to make Christ acceptable to big business, the press, the world of sports or 

modern education. We are not diplomats but prophets, and our message is not a 

compromise but an ultimatum.” 

- A. W. Tozer 

 

“If Jesus had preached the same message that ministers preach today, He would never 

have been crucified.” 

- Leonard Ravenhill 

“If the gospel were more faithfully preached, there would be fewer people professing to 

believe it.” 

- A. W. Pink 

Another false gospel that is emerging is that of the emergent church. I have just begun to study 

this so called theology. It is not necessarily wrong to be “emerging” in the sense of tradition, but 

what absolutely cannot be “emerging” is doctrine. Doctrine has to be closed; you cannot 

compromise just to please. This seems to be similar to the way of the prosperity preachers - they 

are too seeker sensitive. Again, to be seeker sensitive is not wrong, but when a preacher 

compromises doctrine, systematic theology, and most importantly the Bible, then it is completely 

out of line with the gospel. 
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A good example of this is a response from an emergent church leader, Brian McLaren. In the 

February 7, 2005 issue of TIME Magazine, McLaren was asked what he thought of gay marriage. 

His answer was: "You know what, the thing that breaks my heart is that there's no way I can 

answer it without hurting someone on either side." TIME called this “a kinder and gentler brand of 

religion.” I call it false doctrine and an abdication towards the gospel. Is the gospel offensive? 

Potentially yes; but I believe it is only offensive to someone who does not believe in its fully 

infallible and sufficient message. When I am better able to understand the beliefs of the emergent 

church, I may be able to go into better detail; but for now, I just wanted to touch the surface of this 

clearly false preaching of the gospel. 

11. The Gospel - Concluding Remarks 

First, I am going to restate my definition of the gospel that I wrote in the introduction of this paper: 

The gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ was sent by God into the world to save 

sinners from eternal damnation; Jesus Christ, a perfect and righteous man who never 

committed a sin, took the sins of the world upon his back and was crucified on a cross; He 

was raised from the dead to forever reign in glory as our Lord, that whoever believes in Him 

and repents of their sins will be saved. The gospel is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek (Romans 1:16). 

God is fundamental to the gospel. We cannot fully understand the gospel if we do not know first 

who God is. God is holy and God is just, in the very least. It is because of this that He demands 

perfection, and it is because of this that He cannot even look upon sin. This is why we - as 

sinners - need a Savior in order to live eternally with God. The gospel message is that Jesus 

Christ is that Savior, sent by God - because God loved us so much (John 3:16). Jesus Christ 

came, He died, He was buried, He was resurrected, and He ascended to the right hand of the 

Father. This is the good news. I absolutely love 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he made him to 

be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” That pretty 

much sums it up, right? 
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God is holy, He is just, He is merciful, He is magnificent, He is kind, He is patient, He is eternal, 

He is power, He is all knowing, He is love, and He is grace. He is our great treasure, He is the 

rock that we cling to, and He is our reward. God truly is sufficient for our every need. For God so 

loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16, NASB). 

I will defer to what John Piper says in Desiring God: “My responsibility as a preacher of the 

gospel and a teacher in the church is not to preserve and repeat cherished Biblical sentences 

[believe in the Lord Jesus], but to pierce the heart with Biblical truth.” 

The gospel is truth. When we really grasp that fact, then we don’t need anything else but the 

gospel. We don’t need to add to it by speaking a word of faith; we don’t need to doubt God’s word 

in telling us that we are saved and justified by faith. Everything that we have on this earth has 

been given to us by the grace of God and it should be our desire to use all that we have to bring 

glory and honor to Him. He is our peace; nothing else do we need. May we worship God and our 

Lord Jesus Christ with the echo of Revelation 5:13: “And I heard every creature in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” “ 
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