
The following is part of a Joel Osteen sermon and my response to it. My response is 
based on historical Christianity and the true message of the Gospel.

Osteen says:  “A little over 2,000 years ago, they crucified Jesus on the cross; they put 
him in the grave; they thought that was the end of it. But thank God on the third day, he 
arose. He said, ‘because I live, you shall live also.’ He wasn’t talking about just 
breathing; he was talking about living the abundant life. Not a barely get by life, not a 
life filled with bad habits and addictions and lack and mediocrity. Because of the price 
He paid, we have a right to live in total victory…not partial victory.”

Response:  What Mr. Osteen says here is not just wrong interpretation, it is heresy!

When Jesus said, “because I live, you shall live also” he was referring to the fact that 
because of His resurrection, we (the believers in Christ) shall have eternal life. He 
(Jesus) said nothing about living the abundant life.

Because of the price He paid, we do not have a right to anything. Because of the 
price He paid, we now have the privilege to stand before a holy and just God.

Jesus died for the elect. He died to save us from our sins, something that we cannot 
do on our own. He did not die so that we can have an abundant life; He died so that 
we can be in the presence of God forever.

Lastly, I would like to know who Mr. Osteen is talking about when he says “they” 
(above: they crucified Jesus on the cross). Jesus was not crucified by the Romans. 
He was crucified by God.

Osteen says: “He paid the price so that we can be totally free. That means free from bad 
habits and addictions, free from fear and worry…free from poverty and lack…free from 
low self-esteem…you need to see this: you are well person fighting off sickness.

Response:  Free from bad habits?  No. Jesus died so that we may be free from SIN. 
He did not die so that we can be free from low self-esteem. I take the following from 
Paul Washer: “Men do not need more self-esteem…what they need to do is esteem 
the only one who is worthy of esteem and that is God.”

We are not a well person fighting off sickness. The Bible says we are dead in 
trespasses and sin (Eph. 2:1). We are not just sick, we are dead.

Osteen quotes Ephesians 1:4; His quote of this verse goes like this: “long before God 
laid down the foundation He had us on His mind. Because of the sacrifice Christ made 
we are free people and not just barely free but abundantly free.”

Response:  Go and look this up in your Bible. This verse says (ESV): “even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him…”



Mr. Osteen has twisted this scripture. No where does it say anything about being 
“not just barely free but abundantly free.” Again, what Mr. Osteen is saying here is 
heresy.

This kind of “preaching” literally makes me sick. Jesus was crucified on the cross by 
God so that we may be holy and blameless before Him. He died to save us from our 
sin. He did not die so that we may have an abundant life. He did not die so that we 
may be free from poverty and lack. He died so that we may free from SIN!

Romans 16:17-18 (ESV) says, “I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who 
cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been 
taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own 
appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.”

My greatest fear is that Joel Osteen’s preaching will cause many people to have a 
false view of salvation and will end up in hell because of their lack of belief in the 
true God and in the true work of salvation through Jesus Christ to free us from sin.

Jesus is not only all that we need, Jesus is all that we have.  According to Dr. Martin 
Lloyd Jones, “Evangelism must start with the holiness of God, the sinfulness of man, 
the demands of the law, and the eternal consequences of evil.”

This preaching by Mr. Osteen tells people that they don’t need to repent, because 
they are already basically good, and God loves them just the way they are; and the 
only reason to come to Jesus is to have greater happiness or to get the so called 
rewards that he has promised you.

(What follows is what I would have said a month ago, when I had originally written this and 
what I have since changed my view on and say now; why do I share both? Because God is 
actively working in my life and I believe that is such a miracle!)

(A Month Ago): This is humanistic nonsense. God’s love has a purpose - God’s love 
has the purpose of redeeming us and changing us. God does not love us the way we 
are, God loves us so that He can make us what He wants us to be.

(Today): This is humanistic nonsense. God’s love has a purpose - God’s love has the 
purpose of redeeming us and changing us. God does love us the way we are, but God 
loves us enough not to let us stay the way we are, but change us into what He wants 
us to be.

Joel Osteen is the poster boy for shallow, feel-good, meaningless, powerless, gospel-
free “Christianity.”


